Curator’s Choice
Forget Me Not Mustache Cup

uring the second half of the nineteenth century, it was fashionable for

men to sport long, flowing mustaches. This mustachioed look com-
menced after the British colonization of India. Whether the British troops
wished to emulate their Indian counterparts, or because facial hair helped
them maintain control in this new colony, mustaches became normal attire for
the British military man. Between the years 1860 and 1916, the King's Regula-

tions and Orders for the Army even went so far as to stipulate that mustaches

be sported by troops.
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soup and hot liquids. Gladwin’s patent stated that the guards could
be manufactured in different colors and fabrics, presumably to coor-

dinate with clothing.

European hard paste porcelain mustache cup Top view of "Forget Me Not" cup showing mus-
with molded decoration and gold gilt band em-  t,che protector.

bellishments. Marked on bottom "Made in
Germany." From Brewhouse site 1I8CV13.
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By: Patricia Samford, MAC
Lab Director

Mackall was most likely right-handed.

No. 702,790 Pateated Jons 17, 1902,
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Mustache cups remained popu- aseticac couss,
lar until the beginning of

World War I, when military regula-

tions requiring clean-shaven faces

caused large mustaches to go out of

fashion. Handlebar mustaches made

it impossible to create a good seal on

gas masks used to protect soldiers

against mustard gas. It is interesting

to discover that British political and

military actions were responsible for

both the rise and the fall of the han- ...

@t omezite,

dlebar mustache in British and o

American culture.

Mustache Guard, https://docs.google.com/

viewer.
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